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Colombia e[peUimenWV ZiWh BogoWa gXn ban

WhaW mighW be one of Whe laUgeVW e[peUimenWV in gXn conWUol eYeU aWWempWed iV

cXUUenWl\ XndeU Za\ in Whe Colombian capiWal, BogoWa.

No ZeaponV aUe alloZed on Whe VWUeeWV of WhiV ciW\ of 7.3 million people fUom WedneVda\

XnWil 30 ApUil.

If Whe ban UeVXlWV in a VignificanW UedXcWion of Whe homicide UaWe iW mighW become peUmanenW.

The ban iV being inWUodXced b\ a foUmeU gXeUUilla - Whe ciW\'V Ma\oU GXVWaYo PeWUo.

"People Zho oZn gXnV legall\ can VWill keep Whem aW WheiU homeV oU aW WheiU officeV. BXW Whe\

can no longeU bUing Whem Wo pXblic placeV, caUU\ Whem Zhile on Whe VWUeeWV, haYe Whem in

WheiU caUV," MU PeWUo'V chief of VWaff, AnWonio NaYaUUo Wolf, e[plained.

"B\ doing Vo Ze Zill be pUoWecWing Whem fUom WZo WhingV: fUom becoming a WaUgeW foU

cUiminalV Zho mighW ZanW Wo Wake WheiU ZeaponV, and fUom XVing WheiU gXnV in a momenW of

madneVV," Vaid Whe foUmeU MP and goYeUnoU of NaUino, Zho demobiliVed fUom Whe lefW-Zing

M-19 gUoXp in 1990, jXVW like BogoWa'V ma\oU.

MU NaYaUUo Wold Whe BBC he doeV noW Whink ColombianV aUe moUe pUone Wo WhoVe "momenW of

madneVV" Whan oWheU people.

B\ AUWXUo Wallace
BBC NeZV, BogoWa
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BXW WKH IDFW UHPDLQV WKDW CRORPELD VWLOO LV RQH RI WKH PRVW GDQJHURXV SODFHV RQ HDUWK - WKH

FRXQWU\ ZLWK WKH ILIWK-KLJKHVW UDWH RI YLROHQW GHDWKV LQ WKH ZRUOG, DIWHU EO SDOYDGRU, IUDT,

JDPDLFD DQG HRQGXUDV, DFFRUGLQJ WR The Global Burden of Armed Violence 2011, D

UHSRUW LVVXHG E\ WKH QRQ-JRYHUQPHQWDO JURXS GHQHYD DHFODUDWLRQ.

'Bad gu\s won't care'
TKH FRXQWU\'V KLJK KRPLFLGH UDWH LV, RI FRXUVH, OLQNHG WR RQJRLQJ DUPHG FRQIOLFW DQG WR ZKDW

JRUJH RHVWUHSR, D UHVHDUFKHU ZLWK WKH BRJRWD-EDVHG JDYHULDQD UQLYHUVLW\, FDOOV "IRUPLGDEOH

RUJDQLVHG FULPH".

AQG FULWLFV RI MU PHWUR'V EDQ KDYH SRLQWHG RXW WKDW PRVW KRPLFLGHV LQYROYLQJ ILUHDUPV DUH

FRPPLWWHG ZLWK QRQ-UHJLVWHUHG ZHDSRQV, PRVW OLNHO\ VPXJJOHG LQWR WKH FRXQWU\ E\ OHIW-ZLQJ

JXHUULOODV DQG WKH FULPLQDO EDQGV WKDW FRQWURO GUXJ WUDIILFNLQJ.

"TKH EDG JX\V ZRQ'W FDUH DERXW DQ\ EDQ, MXVW DV WKH\ GRQ'W FDUH DERXW DQ\ ODZ," VDLG

CDPSR EOLDV JDUTXLQ, D VHFXULW\ JXDUG.

BXW MU NDYDUUR UHPHPEHUV D VWXG\ FRQGXFWHG LQ WKH 1990V WKDW IRXQG RXW WKDW RQH RI HYHU\

WKUHH PXUGHUV LQYROYHG OHJDOO\ DFTXLUHG ZHDSRQV.

"AQG WKH WUXWK LV, ZH UHDOO\ GRQ'W NQRZ" KRZ PDQ\ GHDWKV E\ ILUHDUP LQYROYH OHJDO ZHDSRQV,

KH WROG WKH BBC.

"VHU\ IHZ RI WKH JXQV XVHG LQYROYHG LQ KRPLFLGHV DUH HYHU VHL]HG E\ WKH DXWKRULWLHV, RQO\

10%. AQG ZLWK VXFK VPDOO QXPEHUV LV QRW SRVVLEOH WR LQIHU KRZ PDQ\ DUH OHJDO DQG KRZ

PDQ\ DUH QRW" MU NDYDUUR H[SODLQHG.

"WKDW ZH GR NQRZ LV WKDW WKHUH DUH OHJDO ZHDSRQV LQYROYHG LQ KRPLFLGHV, HVSHFLDOO\ LQ ILJKWV

DQG DFWV RI LQWROHUDQFH."

"AQG ZH NQRZ WKHUH ZHUH VRPH 1,600 KRPLFLGHV LQ BRJRWD ODVW \HDU, DQG PRUH RU OHVV 60%

LQYROYHG ILUHDUPV," KH VDLG.

FRU MU RHVWUHSR, MU PHWUR'V LGHD KDV WKH SRWHQWLDO WR VLJQLILFDQWO\ UHGXFH WKRVH ILJXUHV, LI

SURSHUO\ HQIRUFHG.

HH FRQWHQGV WKDW D JXQ EDQ DFWXDOO\ KDV D ELJJHU LPSDFW RQ DUPHG FULPLQDOV WKDQ RQ ODZ-

DELGLQJ FLWL]HQV, EHFDXVH LI DSSUHKHQGHG FULPLQDOV IDFH QRW RQO\ ORVLQJ WKHLU ZHDSRQ EXW

EHLQJ DUUHVWHG, DQG EHFDXVH FULPLQDOV DUH PRUH OLNHO\ WR FDUU\ JXQV WKDQ ODZ-DELGLQJ

FLWL]HQV.
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Past success
MU RHVWUHSR'V HPSLULFDO DQDO\VLV RI D EDQ SXW LQ SODFH LQ VHYHUDO CRORPELDQ GHSDUWPHQWV

EHWZHHQ NRYHPEHU 2009 DQG JDQXDU\ 2010 IRXQG D UHGXFWLRQ RI 23% LQ WKH QXPEHU RI JXQ

KRPLFLGHV DQG RI 53% LQ WKH QXPEHU RI JXQ LQMXULHV.

BHFDXVH, IRU DOO WKH RXWFU\ SURYRNHG E\ MU PHWUR'V SURSRVDO, CRORPELD KDV H[SHULPHQWHG

ZLWK JXQ EDQV EHIRUH.

PDUWLDO EDQV - GXULQJ WKH ZHHNHQGV RU WKH IHVWLYH VHDVRQ - KDYH EHHQ LQ SODFH ERWK LQ WKH

FDSLWDO DQG RWKHU CRORPELDQ FLWLHV LQ WKH SDVW.

AQG QR ZHDSRQV ZLOO EH DOORZHG RQ WKH VWUHHWV RI MHGHOOLQ XQWLO JDQXDU\ 2013, DIWHU WKH ORFDO

DXWKRULWLHV DVNHG WKH DUP\ WR LPSRVH D EDQ VLPLODU WR WKH RQH UHTXHVWHG E\ WKH PD\RU RI

BRJRWD.

TKH SROLWLFDO VLJQLILFDQFH RI BRJRWD DQG LWV VKHHU VL]H, KRZHYHU, KDYH IRUFHG PRUH SHRSOH WR

SD\ DWWHQWLRQ.

AQG WKHQ WKHUH LV DOVR WKH V\PEROLVP RI D EDQ FRPLQJ IURP MU PHWUR, LQ OLJKW RI KLV SDVW.

"FURP D SROLWLFDO SHUVSHFWLYH LW LV YHU\ YDOXDEOH WKDW LW LV D IRUPHU JXHUULOOD, VRPHERG\ ZKR

KDV DOUHDG\ GLVDUPHG KLPVHOI, ZKR LV DVNLQJ FLWL]HQV WR DOVR GLVDUP," MU RHVWUHSR WROG WKH

BBC.
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